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Welcome to our Young People's Programme e-newsletter from the BA (British Association for the 
Advancement of Science).  Here’s what’s coming up… 
 
1. National Science Competition gets off to a great start 
2. Another successful year for self nominations to the CREST National Final 
3. Students seek science ‘down-under’    
4. The BA at the ASE Annual Conference 2009 
5. Create your own Super Powers 
6. NSEW Awards! 
7. NSEW schools prize draw 
8. Darwin in Space  
9. NSEW Online Activities 
10. An Exciting Opportunity for your year 13 Science Students  
11. Phasing out of Science Communicators 
12. Finally……. 
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1. National Science Competition gets off to a great start 

The first ever National Science Competition reached the deadline for 
entries on 28th November. We were delighted to see that the com-
petition has been well-received and gained a high number of en-
tries. The standard is very high and the first round of judging is cur-
rently taking place. Keep an eye on the National Science Competi-
tion website for more information about the results and our plans 
for future years. 

2. Another successful year for self nominations to the CREST National Final 

The self-nomination process for Gold CREST students wishing to win the chance to attend the National CREST 
final in March 2009 has now closed.  

Over 100 projects were entered from all areas of science, technology, engineering and maths. The projects were 
all of an excellent standard, however only the very best could make it through. The Scientific Review Committee 
spent days looking through the submitted summaries and choosing the winning projects, these students will be 
contacted this month. We are delighted with the diverse range of projects in chemistry, technology/engineering, 
physics and biology that have been self nominated this year. 

If you are interested in attending the National CREST Final at gold level, 
please keep your eye out for the self-nomination process in 2009 on our web-
site. 

Even if you have not entered yourself for the National Science Competition or the CREST National finals, why 
not come along to experience the Big Bang UK Young Scientists' and Engineers' Fair on 4th to 6th March 2009 
which in addition to the competitions will feature shows, workshops and inspiring presentations. Find out more 
on the Big Bang website 
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The BA will be attending a the ASE annual conference in Read-
ing this January, why not come and visit stand number C3 to 
find out more about CREST, CREST Star Investigators and the 
National Science and Engineering week and meet the friendly 
BA staff.  

We are also holding the following sessions that may be of interest to you - 

- Friday 9th January, 14.00. Science Week and Science Club Activity Ideas, hands-on activities to excite stu-
dents. 

- Friday 9th January, 11.30. CREativity in Science and Technology: The CREST Award Scheme, find out about 
new and existing developments to the scheme.  

4. The BA at the ASE Annual Conference 2009 

3. Students seek science ‘down-under’    

Two young CREST students set down in Wellington, New Zealand at the start of December for a two-week ad-
venture of a lifetime. James Stefaniak and Elisabeth Muller won the trip as recipients of the Royal Society Inter-
national Expedition Prize after impressing judges with their BA CREST Award projects at the UK Young Scientists’ 
and Engineers’ Fair held in London earlier this year. 

The trip, which is funded and arranged by the Royal Society, the UK and Commonwealth’s Science Academy, saw 
the travellers visit remote locations in New Zealand. Excursions included a visit with local scientists to the Wai-O-
Tapu geothermal area and a helicopter trip to White Island, New Zealand’s only active marine volcano and per-
haps the most accessible on earth. They also visited to the Royal Society of New Zealand and the New Zealand 
Ministry of Research, Science and Technology. 

Elisabeth Muller was an A-Level student at Bedford High School when she won the award in March.  Her winning 
project consisted of research looking at lunar meteorites.  

James’ project investigated the safety and performance of an intense pulsed light (IPL) source device used in hair 
removal and skin treatments. Commenting on his project and beginning the trip to New Zealand, James Stefaniak 
said: “When I heard that I had won a prize, I couldn't believe it. When I heard I was going to New Zealand, I 
really couldn't believe it! Now I just can't wait to begin this fantastic once in a lifetime adventure. Best of all is the 
sense of personal satisfaction I have that hospital physicists will continue to use my UVR spectrometer to monitor 
IPL safety.” 

If the thought of travelling abroad with your science know-how 
sounds interesting, take a look at the Regional CREST Fairs that 
happen around the UK in the summer. These are celebrations of 
all the CREST awards that have taken place. The top CREST pro-
jects at each level will then be invited to the National Fair where 
they can win lots of prizes including trips and bursaries, as well 
as visiting London, taking part in talks, workshops, fun activities 
and meeting over 400 other students. 

For more information about the CREST awards and Regional and 
National CREST Fairs please visit our website. 
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6. NSEW Awards! 

We know that lots of brilliant events are organised every year for NSEW 
and we would like to offer a reward for your participation and effort. This 
year, the Engineering and Technology Board (ETB) are offering a £1,000 
cash prize for the overall winner for each of the following NSEW event 
categories: 

• Best engineering event 
• Best science event 
• Best schools event 
• Outstanding contribution to NSEW 

Three planned events in each category will be shortlisted and then visited and judged by an NSEW represen-
tative during the week. All shortlisted events will be displayed on the BA website.  
 
To self-nominate your event and apply go to the NSEW website by 2nd February 2009. 

Register your school’s National Science and Engineering week event and be entered into a prize 
draw! 

We are very pleased to announce that National Science and Engineering Week has a School Prize 
Draw with even more prizes this year! Schools that organise an event for National Science and Engineering 
Week 2009 and register their event by 1st February 2009 will be automatically entered. Over 120 schools 
will win prizes! 

Science equipment has been donated by Philip Harris, science events from Mad Science and science activity 
books from Usborne publishers, and free class visits to the exhibition from BodyWorlds. 

7. NSEW schools prize draw 

5. Create your own Super Powers...  

Planet Super Powers! is a new project aimed at 5 to 14 year olds from Planet Science at NESTA. 

The project is inviting young people to create a new generation of scientific 
superhero(in)es and villain(esse)s. 

The two competition categories are: 
 
Best character design (what do superheroes and villains wear these days?) 
 
Best science based super power (a futuristic science based super power that could be science fact in 70 years 
time - not science fiction!)  

The winners will see their character and super powers brought to life in the 'Battle for Planet Science' comic 
strip by top comic strip artist Graham Manley. Closing date for the competition is 9th of January 2009. 

Visit the Planet Super Powers! website to find out more. 

Be one of the first to read the comic strip and get ideas for introducing superheroes into your classroom 
when you sign up to the Planet Science newsletter. 

For further information contact: Miz Ingenuity aka Dr Elsa Ekevall, Project Manager - Planet Super Powers! 
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 8. Darwin in Space  

9. NSEW Online Activities 

There are a number of fantastic online activities that are happening for Na-
tional Science and Engineering Week 2009. If you would like full information 
on these projects when they are launched in the new year - please email 
Natalie Broadhurst with the heading INFORMATION. 

1) Save our Bees Campaign-We want you to help save our UK Bees!  

For National Science and Engineering Week, we want everyone across the UK 
to join in and plant bee friendly plants. This will provide more food for UK 
bees, which should make them healthier, helping them survive infection, the cold weather and more. This pro-
ject is sponsored by Rowse Honey and will be officially launched in January 2009 with the launch of a dedicated 
website. Here you will be able to learn more about bees, get free seeds to plant, find out about National Sci-
ence and Engineering Week Bee Events, and have access educational packs tailored for Key Stage 1, 2 and 3 
and much more! 

Darwin is Space  

To celebrate Darwin200 and the International Year of Astronomy, the BA and 'the Future is Wild' are launching 
an imaginative nationwide school competition to explore what Darwin might have discovered if the Beagle had 
taken him, not to the Galapagos Islands, but to a new planet where life exists! 
 
This competition, tailored for Key Stage 1, 2 and 3, will get children to explore the life forms that Darwin might 
have discovered on one of four environmentally different and isolated islands on an alien planet. Children will 
need to use their imagination and creativity to draw a picture of a creature that Darwin might have found on 
one of the four isolated islands and include a description of their adaptations. 

The entries will be judged by a panel, and the most imaginative and best scientifically explained life form in 
each age group will win a Nintendo DS and game and a fantastic interactive 'The Future is Wild' education 
pack and game for their class.  

Full information and a education pack tailored to Keystage 1,2 and 3 will 
be available in January 2009. If you would like to be sent further 
information on this competition once it is officially launched - please email 
Natalie Broadhurst with the subject heading COMPETITION and we will 
send you full information in the New Year.  

2) Change Exchange  
National Science and Engineering Week 2009 will be providing an exciting opportunity for the general public, 
adults and children, to talk directly with scientists and engineers about their concerns and hopes for the future. 
Where should science and technology take us in the future? What are the likely implications of our discoveries? 
Do you worry about science and technology moving too quickly? For National Science and Engineering Week 
2009 you will be able to talk to the UK’s top scientists and engineers about the issues that concern you.  



Don’t forget to take a look at our website for all the latest information about CREST  Investigators, CREST 
and regional and national science fairs organised in collaboration with the BA. 

If you have any queries please contact ypp@the-ba.net.  

 12. Finally…... 
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3) 2008 UK Climate Diary   
Organised by the Bristol Natural History Consortium for National Science and Engineering Week, the 2008 UK 
Climate Diary is a project collecting stories, photographs and memories of the small and large ways climate 
change is affecting us all in the UK. We need your help! Have you changed your travel plans? Do you see less 
biodiversity in your neighbourhoods and gardens? Have you made your house more eco-friendly or made 
other changes in your life? 
Please email Natalie Broadhurst with the heading INFORMATION. 

……. NSEW Online Activities Continued 

11. Phasing out of Science Communicators 

The BA is phasing out the Science Communicators scheme in 2008/09. The scheme will be re-launched in 
September 2009 under the CREST 'umbrella'.  
 
The CREST (CREativity in Science and Technology) award scheme was established 21 years ago and is highly 
regarded by educationalists, industry and organisations involved in Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Maths (STEM) enrichment and engagement. The redeveloped Science Communicators scheme will benefit 
from an association with CREST. The support available and resources will also 
be improved.  
 
The BA would like to thank you for supporting Science Communicators. You 
may continue to use the Science Communicators scheme with your students up 
until 21st July 2009. You will be invited to register students for the new com-
municators awards from September 2009. The BA will keep you updated with 
new developments. Please check the website regularly.   

10. An Exciting Opportunity for your year 13 Science Students  

Are you passionate about science? Why not apply for one of 12 Bessie Lawrence International Summer Sci-
ence Institute scholarships at the Weizmann Institute of Science?  

For a month during your post-A-level summer you will join up to 90 international students in Israel working on 
actual research projects alongside world class scientists and spend a week in a field school exploring ecosys-
tems, wildlife and archaeology. 

The Weizmann Institute of Science has a goal – the education of future scientists. It has mentored and sup-
ported generations of young scientists like you on their journey to professional and academic careers in the 
world of science. 

For an unforgettable and inspirational experience apply now by downloading the application form from our 
website. The deadline for applications is 1st February 2009 with interviews to be held in London during March 
2009. For further information call:  Elizabeth Baker, Weizmann UK on 020 7424 6865 


