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Members of the British Science Association have the opportunity to stand for 
election to the British Science Association’s General Committee, as the British 
Science Association’s principal strategic advisory body it is important that the 
General Committee involves individuals from a variety of backgrounds. If you 
would like more information about the British Science Association’s General 
Committee or how to become a member, please visit: 
www.britishscienceassociation.org/web/AboutUs/Have_a_Say.htm 
 
For information about the election process please contact the supporter  
development team by email:  
supporters@britishscienceassociation.org or phone: 0870 241 0664. 

 
Deadline for nominations is 16 May 2009. 

1. General Committee Nominations 

The British Science Festival 
 
This year the Festival will take place in  
Guildford from 5-10 September, hosted by the University 
of Surrey. All of the events featured are tailored for non-
specialists, as are the  
debates, exhibitions and social events - which form such 
an important part of the experience.  

2. Festival Student Bursary Scheme 



3. British Science Festival 

The British Science Festival is taking place in Surrey from 5-10 September. With 
over a hundred events due to take place, there is something for everyone. In 
particular, there is a programme aimed specifically at schools. The British  
Science Association along with Surrey SATRO are bringing together the best  
scientists and science communicators to inspire and engage thousands of  
students. During the week of the Festival, we will host a series of special events 
aimed at school groups from Key stages 2 and above at the University of  
Surrey, where students can experience and explore the excitement of science. 
Through interactive workshops, science shows and hands-on activities, the  
British Science Festival is a great way of encouraging young 
people to get involved in science, technology and  
engineering. 
 
The 2009 schools programme is now available to download 
online. For more information please visit: 
www.britishsciencefestival.org  

A fantastic opportunity for students! 
 
Sponsor a student of your choice to attend this year’s British Science Festival to  
experience a full week of outstanding opportunities to broaden their horizons, 
meet leading scientists and speakers, engage in debate and discussion about 
the impact of science in society and enjoy the atmosphere of an event that is 
extensively covered in the media. 
 
Sponsors can purchase one or a number of the bursary packages for £330 
each. This price includes Festival registration, accommodation and food for the 
week. Last year over twenty five students attended from nine different universi-
ties, including, UCL, Imperial College, the University of Glasgow and the Univer-
sity of Bath. 
 
For more information about the Festival student bursary scheme please visit:  
www.britishscienceassociation.org/web/BritishScienceFestival/
StudentBursaries/index.htm 
 
To order your bursary package, contact the supporter development team by 
email:  
supporters@britishscienceassociation.org or phone 0870 241 0664.   

SURREY
5-10 SEPT 09



4. Science Communication Conference 

Develop your communication skills 
 
perspectives, a poster session with a difference, is a chance for you to discuss 
your research with a non-specialist audience. Attend an interactive training 
day – learn about poster design and sharpen your communication skills. Then 
present your poster at the British Science Festival in September, at the University 
of Surrey in Guildford. Cash prizes are awarded by a panel of expert judges. 
 
perspectives is open to postgraduate and postdoctoral researchers funded by 
the UK research councils. 
 
The deadline for the perspectives scheme is very soon so visit the website to 
complete your application, www.britishscienceassociation.org/perspectives 

The programme for this year’s science communication conference is packed 
with some great sessions including: 
 
• Does public engagement work 
• Exploring the role that science communicators play as influencers of  
    behaviour change 
• Looking at public engagement through the web 
• Science Festivals and their effectiveness 
• How popular culture can be used as a tool for public engagement 
• Creating culturally relevant science cafes 
 
As well as our keynote speaker, Jonathon Porritt, other speakers include: 
 
Lord Winston, Professor of Science and Society and fertility expert  
Kathy Sykes, Professor of Sciences and Society  
Jim Al-Khalili, Physicist, author and TV presenter  
Mike Barry, Head of Sustainable Business, Marks & Spencer 
James Lowther, Founding Partner, M&C Saatchi 
Susan Jebb, Head of Nutrition and Health Research, MRC Human Nutrition Re-
search 
 
The Science Communication Conference is on 22 and 23 June 2009 at Kings 
Place, central London. To book your place and view the draft programme, visit: 
www.britishscienceassociation.org/ScienceCommunicationConference 
 

5. perspectives 



6. News from our Supporters 

Big Energy Shift – Summary Report 
 
Over the past few months a Sciencewise-ERC funded project, ‘The Big Energy 
Shift’ has been talking to 250 people from nine communities across the UK. 
 
The project, commissioned and supported by the Department of Energy and 
Climate Change, the Northern Ireland Executive and Welsh Assembly Govern-
ment, aimed to seek citizens views on Government plans for a big shift in the 
way people’s houses and communities are insulated, heated and powered. 
 
In addition to taking part in citizen’s forums, participants have met and spoken 
with experts, to discuss low carbon energy sources. The final event took place 
on 20 April in London, with participants coming together from all locations to 
give policy makers their recommendations. 
 
A summary report of the research is now available at:  
www.big-briefs.com/big_energy_shift/Big_Energy_Shift_Summary_Report.pdf 
with the final report due to be published in May. 
 
For further information on this project please visit www.bigenergyshift.org.uk 

Are you interested in organising events that engage & inspire the public with science and engineering? 
 
The British Science Association is always looking for enthusiastic individuals to join our regional branches 
and to help organise innovative and exciting public engagement programmes. 
To find out more please visit www.britishscienceassociation.org/regions 

If this email has been forwarded to you, this is the regular 
free e-newsletter for supporters of the British Science  
Association. It comes out every month and features just 
some of the British Science Association’s wide-ranging and 
diverse activities connecting science with people. 
Please circulate this email to anyone you know who may 
find it interesting. If you have any comments, then please  
contact me. 
If you would like to find out more about what the British  
Science Association does, visit: 
www.britishscienceassociation.org  or register to receive the 
Science e-lert by joining the British Science Association’s  
supporter network at 
www.britishscienceassociation.org/register.  
If you would like to unsubscribe, email 'unsubscribe Science 
e-lert' to supporters@britishscienceassociation.org 
For information about placing an item in ‘news from our  
supporters’ please contact me on: 
beena.parmar@britishscienceassociation.org 
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