Tissues for transplants, lie-detecting technology and clever computers
The British Science Festival provides a platform for showcasing cutting edge developments in engineering and sparking lively discussion. 2011’s Festival is no exception with advances in tissue engineering, artificial intelligence and face reading technology being showcased, alongside stimulating debates about the impacts of advancing technology.
Tissue engineers see a day when a damaged knee can be completely repaired without the need for joint replacements. Researchers at the event ‘Engineering replacement body parts’ on the 10th September will explain current research which aims to reduce immune reactions after implant surgery. The talk will include a real life example of successful use of tissue implantation.

No matter how good people are at lying, guilt can be written all over the face if you know where to look. Engineers are working towards a completely non-invasive technology whereby a computer can analyse faces for guilt and lies. On 13th September, the event ‘Face reading technology for lie detection’ will present some of the latest research in this field.

Despite the ever growing capabilities of computers, researchers in artificial intelligence must design systems that only follow the most promising strategies. Visitors to the Festival will be able to pit themselves against the best in artificial intelligence through various computer games, and researchers will present their work at the event ‘Artificial intelligence for games: the winning strategy’ on 13th September.
The Festival also provides opportunities to discuss the issues surrounding engineering. On 12th September, Sir Robert Winston will explore the themes of his recent book ‘Bad Ideas?: An arresting history of our inventions’ looking at inventions which might have a detrimental effect on our future. There will also be a series of talks on how new digital technologies are affecting our physical and social environment in ‘Faster than the speed of light: Keeping up with new media digital technologies’.
The Festival will take place in Bradford from 10th-15th September, giving members of the public the chance to explore the latest in science technology and engineering, and meet researchers face-to-face.

Spaces for some events are limited, so book in to attend these exiting events first hand at www.britishsciencefestival.org or call 0207 019 4947.
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1.      About the British Science Festival

The British Science Festival is one of Europe’s largest science festivals and regularly attracts over 350 of the UK’s top scientists and speakers to discuss the latest developments in science with the public. Over 50,000 visitors regularly attend the talks, discussions and workshops. The Festival takes place at a different location each year and the 2011 festival will take place from 10-15 September hosted by Bradford University. For further information, visit www.britishscienceassociation.org/festival. 
2. Images of the British Science Festival can be obtained from the British Science Association Press Office.
3.     About the British Science Association

The British Science Association is the UK's nationwide, open membership organisation that exists to advance the public understanding, accessibility and accountability of the sciences and engineering. Established in 1831, the British Science Association organises major initiatives across the UK, including National Science and Engineering Week, the annual British Science Festival, programmes of regional and local events, and an extensive programme for young people in schools and colleges. The Association also organises specific activities for the science communication community in the UK through its Science in Society programme. For more information, please visit www.britishscienceassociation.org

