Colonising space, searching for dark matter and checking the Sun’s health
How do you look for dark matter if it’s impossible to see? Will we ever leave earth to live on other planets? What happens if the Sun gets cold? These questions and many more will be discussed at this year’s British Science Festival in Bradford. Topics ranging from modern concerns about our Sun to ancient questions about creation will be explored through a diverse program of astronomy focused events.  
After the final launch of the Space Shuttle Atlantis, the question on everyone’s lips is what the future holds for human space travel. On the 15th September, a series of talks at the event ‘Fly me to the Moon… and beyond’ will look at the future of spaceflight. From new propulsion technologies to enable efficient interplanetary travel, to whether commercial spaceflight will give us hotels on the moon, the talks will ask: will it ever be possible for everyday folk to wave goodbye to earth?
Apparently 96% of the Universe is missing. Come along to our event ‘The elusive universe: The search for dark matter’ to discover the evidence scientists have found for the existence of dark matter, and the cutting edge methods being used in the search. 
The Sun is the ultimate energy source fuelling all life on earth, but how exactly has it influenced human lives? The event ‘Is the Sun turning off?’ will take place on the 10th September, looking at how variations in solar activity over the aeons have affected the Earth’s atmosphere. Join researchers to find out the most up-to-date revelations about our closest star.
There will also be fascinating talks about topics that have had astronomers scratching their heads as far back as Aristotle, including a panel discussion in which experts will lock horns to debate ‘Was the Universe created?’ on the 11th September.
The British Science Festival will take place in Bradford from 10th-15th September, giving members of the public the chance to explore the latest in science technology and engineering, and meet researchers face-to-face.

Spaces for some events are limited, so book in to hear these exciting talks first hand at www.britishsciencefestival.org or call 0207 019 4947.
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1.      About the British Science Festival

The British Science Festival is one of Europe’s largest science festivals and regularly attracts over 350 of the UK’s top scientists and speakers to discuss the latest developments in science with the public. Over 50,000 visitors regularly attend the talks, discussions and workshops. The Festival takes place at a different location each year and the 2011 festival will take place from 10-15 September hosted by Bradford University. For further information, visit www.britishscienceassociation.org/festival. 
2. Images of the British Science Festival can be obtained from the British Science Association Press Office.
3.     About the British Science Association

The British Science Association is the UK's nationwide, open membership organisation that exists to advance the public understanding, accessibility and accountability of the sciences and engineering. Established in 1831, the British Science Association organises major initiatives across the UK, including National Science and Engineering Week, the annual British Science Festival, programmes of regional and local events, and an extensive programme for young people in schools and colleges. The Association also organises specific activities for the science communication community in the UK through its Science in Society programme. For more information, please visit www.britishscienceassociation.org

