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• Wide – multi-sector ‘partners with integrity’ –
science & cultural engagement

• Common interest in theme
• Shared ‘endorsement’ identity
• Core secretariat, provided; forum for networking; 

hub website; and partner e-newsletters
• Launch and focus VIP events
• Media plan - lots of media networking
• No contract, no core fund, mutual interest





Core messages
• Celebrate a greatest Britain
• One of most powerful ideas 

in modern thought
• Huge and diverse impacts 

and social consequence
• Evidence of evolutionary 

biology in contemporary 
science

• Relevance to understanding 
past and future



Position statement
Evolution
The study of the diversity of life on earth is at the very heart of modern science. Darwin200 is 
committed to the principles embodied in the scientific method, which tests ideas with empirical 
evidence. We consider the theory of evolution as the best current explanation for how the diversity of 
life around us came to be. Through the late nineteenth and entire twentieth centuries the theory of 
evolution by natural selection has been thoroughly challenged and tested across a range of scientific 
disciplines and it remains the only compelling, scientifically rigorous account of how life evolves on 
our planet for which a great deal of empirical evidence has been accumulated. 
Darwin200 aims to present the theory of evolution as the best explanation, which is supported by 
rigorous scientific examination, of the on-going generation of the diversity of life on earth.
We strongly endorse the teaching of the theory of evolution in UK schools as a core part of the 
science curriculum. We believe that views such as creationism and intelligent design should not be 
taught as ‘science’, as the Department for Schools Children and Families has recently stated. 
While we assert that the theory of evolution frames how we understand the world, we do recognise 
that there are faith-based views on the development of life. The Natural History Museum encourages 
discussion and exchange of such views in our science and society programme.



Messages - learning
Darwin as inspiration for understanding…
• Importance of empirical evidence
• Importance of experimentation
• Importance of effective communication
• Importance of networks in science



Over 140 UK partners inc..
Arts Council England (ACE)
BALTIC Centre
Beagle Replica Project
British Broadcasting
Corporation (BBC)
The British Council
British Humanist Association
British and Irish Association of
Zoos and Aquariums (BIAZA)
The British Science Association
Bristol Business West
Bristol Nature Consortium
Bromley Borough Council
The Calouste Gulbenkian
Foundation
Centre For Life
Charles Darwin Trust
Department for Environment
Food and Agricultural Affairs
Department for Schools
Children and Families (DSCF)
Department Universities (Defra)
Innovation and Skills (DUIS)
DVDance
English Heritage/Down House
Field Studies Council

The Galapagos Conservation
Trust
The Geological Soc of London
Horniman Museum
Institute of Education
Imperial College London
Institute of Biology
Kents Cavern, Cornwall
The Linnean Society of London
Lyme Regis Fossil 
Festival/Jurassic Coast
Manchester Museum
The Mount – CD Birthplace trust
National Museums of Northern 
Ireland
The National Museum of Wales, 
Cardiff
Natural Environment Research 
Council
The Natural History Museum
Nature Magazine
Norfolk Teacher Science Network
The Nuffield Foundation
The Open University
Performing Arts Lab

Plymouth Art Centre
The Royal Botanic Gardens, 
Edinburgh
The Royal Botanic Gardens, 
Kew
The Royal Mail
The Royal Society
The Royal Society of Art
SetNet
Shrewsbury and Acham 
Council
Society for Experimental 
Biology
University of Bath (Centre for 
Research in Education and 
Environment)
University of Birmingham
University of Cambridge
University of Dundee
University of Lancaster
University of Plymouth
University of West of England
Wellcome Trust
Woodland Trust
Zoological Society of London



Darwin200 network linking



Darwin200 - highlight moments



Darwin200 – partnership with 
media



Darwin200 – on the high street



Darwin’s canopy -TREE







Ecology (from Greek oîkos, 
"house"; -λογία, -logia, study of)

‘Ecology is the study of all those 
complex interrelations referred to 
by Darwin as the conditions of the 
struggle for existence’
Haekael

‘You still may ask why science 
took so long to recognise the true 
nature of the Earth. I think it is 
because Darwin's vision was so 
good and clear that it has taken 
until now to digest it.’
James Lovelock



After Darwin200

From the Origin of Species to the 
Future of Species

International Year of Biodiversity 
2010



www.iyb-uk.net
• Biodiversity is to be celebrated
• Biodiversity and dealing with it is a cultural issue (which 

science can help inform) 
• Its about engagement between science, society and 

environment
• As with Darwin200, collectively working together we can 

help shift attitudes towards our relationship with it

JOIN US



Darwin200 secretariat is supported by


