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Spinning Science

• What is nanotechnology 

• Commercialisation

• Project background and objectives

• Stages of project

• Where it fits in

• Input from experts working in these areas
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Courtesy: Sandia National Laboratories, 
SUMMiTTM Technologies

www.mems.sandia.gov
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DNA on silicon

Courtesy of Dr. E. Mendoza and C. Jeynes
NanoElectronics Centre, University of Surrey

BA/ESRC seminar
Dana Centre
22 Nov 2005

mailto:m.ebeling@surrey.ac.uk
http://www.ati.surrey.ac.uk/research/groups/nec


Spinning Science: The Nanotech Industry and Financial News      Mary Ebeling, m.ebeling@surrey.ac.uk

Source: M.F. Crommie, C.P. Lutz, D.M. Eigler. 
Confinement of electrons to quantum corrals on a metal surface.
Science 262, 218-220 (1993).
http://www.almaden.ibm.com/vis/stm/corral.html (Accessed on 7 Nov 05)
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NanoElectronics CentreSource: Dr. David Cox, (NEC) used the FEI dual 
beam Focused Ion Beam (FIB) machine at the Advanced Technology 
Institute (University of Surrey), which is capable of both etching and 
depositing features of dimensions down to a few nanometers.
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‘The Beginning’ IBM logo, constructed from xenon atoms on nickel (110), 
1989

Source: D.M. Eigler, E.K. Schweizer. Positioning single atoms with a 
scanning tunneling microscope. Nature 344, 524-526 (1990).

http://www.almaden.ibm.com/vis/stm/atomo.html (accessed: 4 Nov 05)
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LUX Nanotech Index
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Powershares LUX Nano (PNX) (AMEX)
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Providers of news information … or?
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Where it fits in

The sociology of …

• Financial risks

• Financial journalism
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Project objectives
• To develop a better understanding of how news sources 
control media messages on the financial potential of 
nanotechnology

• To produce an ethnography of news sources and financial 
news media

• To understand the role the financial media play in shaping the 
market in nanotechnology private equity investment and 
securities

• To help enable the investing public to become more critical 
readers of financial journalism and corporate messages
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Who I’m are talking to …

• Scientists/entrepreneurs

• Investment firms specialising in commericalising
nanotech

• Venture capital firms

• PR departments and firms

• Journalists

BA/ESRC seminar
Dana Centre
22 Nov 2005

mailto:m.ebeling@surrey.ac.uk


Spinning Science: The Nanotech Industry and Financial News      Mary Ebeling, m.ebeling@surrey.ac.uk

First stage

• Understanding the field of private and public equity 
investment

• Nanoscience and technology, its commercialisation

• Learning about the players in the pr and information fields 
around the commercialisation of nanotechnology
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Possible outcomes

• Better understanding of perceived financial and 
technological risk

• Map the process of mediation between all the nanotech 
players

• Deeper insights into the networks of stakeholders and 
how these networks mutually shape the technology
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Spinning Science
Science in Society 

www.sci-soc.net

Mary Ebeling

m.ebeling@surrey.ac.uk

Dr. Geoff Cooper

g.cooper@surrey.ac.uk
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