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A tale of two blogs

Not Exactly Rocket Science

Cancer Research UK
Science Update Blog
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* Engage the sci-curious

* Provide accurate source of
science news

* Showcase writing

the dicsasa

The repart (pdf), compiled by
Cancer Rezaarch UK, the National
Cancer Imtelligence Hatwark
(MCIND, Leads Mezropolhtan
Univaersity and the Man's Health
Forum shows that rman ara 40 par
c=nkt more likely to die trom
cancer than vomen overall
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e Communicate about science
(ours + beyond)

* Rapid topical commentary

e Influence wider narrative



Benefits and challenges |

Commenters Commenters
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* Much greater challenge on corporate vs personal blogs

* Everything in moderation?



Benefits and challenges Il

Food Dispenser

Food Pellet

B2006 HowStuffworks

* Virtual Skinner box — * Significant time
excellent way of building commitment — writing,
and retaining audience management, outreach



Benefits and challenges Il

* Anyone can do it

* Get your hands dirty

* Diversity of styles, topics
and content

PEBCAC
L4

Problem Exists Between
Chair and Computer

* Anyone can do it

e Lots of chaff;
where’s the wheat?

* Standing out



Dos and don’ts

For individuals

* Have something to say; say it well

* No substitute for interesting content
and skillful writing

* Don’t listen to rulebooks

. . . ARE YOU COMING Tp BED?
Extra tips for organisations T eanT THs
) 19 IMRORTANT.
WHAT? |
* Clarity, personality and plain English B A,

* See your blog as a flexible extension of /

your website ;Ui:
* Don’t try to sign-off the internet
* Don’t turn your blog into your
organisation’s diary




The future

Entering the mainstream (has it already?)

Not Exactly
# Rocket Science

science for everyone

Attendance at religious services, but not religious devotion,
predicts support for suicide attacks

Catezory: Psychology = Religion
Pocted on: February 20, 2009 §:30 &y, by Ed Yong

When it comes to discussing suicide bombers, the controversial topic of
refigion = never far behind, Scholars and pundits have propozed seversl
theores to explain wiv people would zacrfice their lves to take those of
others, and conjectures about religious wiews seem easy to defend, After
all, anthropologizt Scott Atran estimated that since 2000, 7% of suicide
attacks have been carried out by religious groups, and Elamic anes in particular,

But for all the speculation, very few people have

guardian ;

The trouble with crowds

Group involvement, rather than personal religious devotion,
determines whether or not an individual approves of suicide
attacks

E«l %ong
guardian.co.uk, Saturday 28 February 2009 15.00 GMT
Adicle history

examined the supposed link between religion and
suicide attacks with an objective scientific eye.
Enter Jeremy Ginges from the Mew School for Social

ents of 9711, the inks between suicide attacks and
5, particularly Islarmic ones, have been firmly ingrained in

Research in Mew Tork. He has used four related
studies to show that there is indeed a link betwesn
religion and support for zuicide attacks, but itz a
complicated ane.

nconsclousness. Scholars and pundits have debated the
asperts of religion, from personal devotion to group worship, that could
convince people to sacrifice their own lives to take those of others,

But so far, their arguments have hinged on mere speculation.



