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Does more speed always mean g society is
makirg progress? Or is it time to put the brakes
on our braakneck world? Historically, enginesrs
hewve worked to help us do things faster: travel,
make things, communicate with each other. Spead
seamed synonymeous with progress — unti]

recantly. Since Concorde’s damise, we can no
longer travel as fast as we could |ast century, and
many call for fife in general to slow down. Have we
wolken up to the dandsms and drawbacks of the
need for speed? |= it time for engineers to rathink
their godsa?
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Introduction
In 2007, for the first time, the majority of human beings will live in
cities. From the infrastructure of energy, water and transport to the

o Stay buildings themselves, only engineering makes modern city life possible,
touch g ¥ eng g ¥ P
. t“ We chape our environment around human needs and desires, so how
E%:ﬁ::;:‘s should our cities continue to change? Or does trying to predict human
as they happen aspirations only limit our visions af the future? Join the debate here.
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