Pressure, plasma and the Sun: Physics for everyone at the British Science Festival
The British Science Festival provides a fantastic opportunity to engage with hot topics in physics, and the 2011 Festival is no exception. From how the Sun’s behaviour affects the atmosphere, to the potential that plasma physics promises for our energy needs to how peanuts can be turned into diamonds, there is something for the physicist in everyone. 
The Sun is the ultimate energy source fuelling all life on earth, but how exactly has it influenced human lives? The event ‘Is the Sun turning off?’ will take place on the 10th September, looking at how variations in solar activity over the aeons have affected the Earth’s atmosphere. Join researchers to find out the most up-to-date revelations about our closest star.
The word ‘plasma’ might not mean much to most people beyond expensive TVs, yet plasmas make up 99% of the visible universe and almost every living thing on Earth depends on them for energy. At ‘Plasma: The mysterious fourth state of matter’ on the 10th September, the unusual behaviours of this exotic matter will be explored. Exciting research into how the physics of plasmas at fantastically high temperatures could be harnessed to generate almost limitless energy will be presented. 
How do you make peanuts into diamonds? Answer, put them under pressure! Come along on the 12th September to our event ‘Under pressure’ to discover the latest research into how extreme pressure has an incredible range of uses, from preparing superconductors to creating new pharmaceuticals and exploring the properties of explosives. 
Other events throughout the Festival will enable visitors to explore an array of physics topics, including how scientists are looking for dark matter in ‘The elusive universe: The search for dark matter’ on the 13th September, and the weirdly wonderful world of the quantum in ‘Photon science: Shedding light on the universe’ on the 12th.

The British Science Festival will take place in Bradford from 10th-15th September, giving members of the public the chance to explore the latest in science technology and engineering, and meet researchers face-to-face.

Spaces for some events are limited, so book in to hear these exciting talks first hand at www.britishsciencefestival.org or call 0207 019 4947.
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1.      About the British Science Festival

The British Science Festival is one of Europe’s largest science festivals and regularly attracts over 350 of the UK’s top scientists and speakers to discuss the latest developments in science with the public. Over 50,000 visitors regularly attend the talks, discussions and workshops. The Festival takes place at a different location each year and the 2011 festival will take place from 10-15 September hosted by Bradford University. For further information, visit www.britishscienceassociation.org/festival. 
2. Images of the British Science Festival can be obtained from the British Science Association Press Office.
3.     About the British Science Association

The British Science Association is the UK's nationwide, open membership organisation that exists to advance the public understanding, accessibility and accountability of the sciences and engineering. Established in 1831, the British Science Association organises major initiatives across the UK, including National Science and Engineering Week, the annual British Science Festival, programmes of regional and local events, and an extensive programme for young people in schools and colleges. The Association also organises specific activities for the science communication community in the UK through its Science in Society programme. For more information, please visit www.britishscienceassociation.org

