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Welcome to our Young People's Programme e-newsletter from the BA (British Association for the 
Advancement of Science).  Here’s what's coming up… 
 
1. Young Scientists’ and Engineers’ Fair 2008 review 
2. National Science and Engineering Week review for 2008 
3. BA Festival of Science – Key Stage 2/3 and 4/5 programme 
4. Association for Science Education’s Primary Science Teaching Awards 2008 
5. KS4 alternative fuels presentations by Badminton School students 
6.  News from the Science and Engineering Clubs 
7. Get involved now with a fun scientific study as part of the BA Festival of Science 
8. Finally... 

 

June 2008 

The Young Scientists’ and Engineers’ Fair 2008 saw over 100 bright young scientists enjoying their day, pre-
senting their work while fitting in time for a mammoth judging session of all 52 projects, by over 40 judges, to 

award over 19 prizes! Phew. 

If that wasn’t enough, a hands-on area and talks were put on by guests and part-
ner exhibitors for the students to drop into. Four local schools were also chosen to 
visit stands and listen to talks by the Researchers in Residence and science com-
municator Maggie Aderin about the exciting side of working and studying science. 

This year saw one student, Elizabeth Muller (left), scoop two of the top prizes – a 
place at the EU contest for young Scientists in Copenhagen and a place on a field 
work trip to sub-Antarctic New Zealand. 

The prestigious Intel ISEF prize was awarded to Alex White (below right) for his 
novel work in the field of chemistry. He travelled to the international Intel ISEF 
competition in early May and his winning streak continued, as he scored $3500 
(£1788) after winning two chemistry prizes in Atlanta. He returned home to take 
an A-level exam the next Monday … The BA wishes him good luck with the rest. 

For a full list of winners please see our news pages. For the first time ever you can also find a small selection 
of the pictures from the day on our web pages to give you an idea of what everyone got up to: see YSEF 08 in 
pictures. 

 1. Young Scientists’ and Engineers’ Fair 2008 review 

Registered charity no: 212479/ SCO39236 



 

The BA Festival of Science is taking place in Liverpool this September and the programme for schools is jam 
packed full of workshops, science shows, hands on activi-
ties, debates and opportunities for pupils to meet and ques-
tion scientists and engineers from all over the country.  

Schools can request a copy of the programme by emailing 
festival@the-ba.net. We hope to see you there! 

If you're a teacher then why not come along to meet the 
BA team and chat with teachers from other schools over a 
glass of wine and nibbles! The teacher’s evening will be 
held on the evening of Tuesday 9th September. For more 
information about the event please contact Ellie Chambers 
on 02070194945. 

A copy of the programme is available to download. 

 3. BA Festival of Science – Key Stage 2/3 and 4/5 programme 
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As I'm sure you are aware, National Science and Engineering Week 
took place from 7-16 March 2008 with activities all over the country, 
from Cornwall to the Shetland Isles! Thanks to all who took part. 

Our main theme this year was "A Question of Science" and as part of 
this we invited the public to challenge the nation's scientists with all 
the science questions they've ever wanted to know the answers to. 
Visit the Big Questions Blog to see what was asked and what answers 
were given. 

If you would like to be part of NSEW 2009, please sign up as an Event Organiser to receive occasional emails 
with all the latest news for NSEW 2009, including funding opportunities as they become available.  

 2. National Science and Engineering Week review for 2008  

  4. Association for Science Education's Primary Science Teaching Awards  

Are you a primary teacher involved with CREST  Investigators or do you know any inspirational primary sci-
ence teachers? Why not nominate yourself or a colleague for the Association for Science Education's Primary 
Science Teaching Awards 2008! There are 5 prizes on offer, each of £1000 for the school and £1000 for the 
teacher plus a certificate and ASE Membership for one year. For more information see the ASE website.  



 

Looking for project ideas and activity suggestions?   

You can now search project reports for ideas and download shared resources from the After-School Science 
and Engineering Clubs project. These are real projects that are or have been running in schools.  
 
We also have several case studies of good practice published in the shared resources area of the clubs web-
site. If you search for “Case study” then you will find them.   

As part of our extending good practice remit, we have made two programmes for Teachers TV featuring two 
of our clubs. The project has been jointly funded by The Gatsby Charitable Foundation and Teachers TV. Read 
on for programme details… 
 
Extended Schools: Science & Engineering Club - Newquay 
Newly-appointed head of science Gemma Beacon visits an excellent science and engineering club with a view 
to setting one up herself. 
 
The Newquay Tretherras School in Cornwall has a remarkable feature – a giant geodesic dome built in the 
middle of the grounds which acts as a central concept that all the activities of the science and engineering 
club revolve around. Gemma identifies ten key concepts that could help in setting up a science and engineer-
ing club in accordance with best practice. She discovers that flexibility is as important as planning, and that 
incorporating ideas from students has led to the club's success. 
 

 6. News from the Science and Engineering Clubs 
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Over forty Y10 students from Badminton School, Bristol were re-
cently awarded Bronze Science Communicators Awards having pre-
sented work on alternative fuels to a panel of Bristol ChemLabS 
chemists. 

The presentations follow on from a day in October where students 
spent the day at the School of Chemistry, University of Bristol and 
got involved in a project on the Chemistry of Alternative Fuels. This 
project was jointly funded by the Royal Society, Badminton School 
and Bristol ChemLabS. 

The students undertook a number of experiments in the 3-hour 
practical session in the undergraduate teaching laboratories. The 
experiments included making biodiesel from a range of 8 different vegetable oils, looking at the energy re-
leased by the burning of different alcohols and fuel cell chemistry. The students also investigated the heats of 
reaction of a number of non-combustion reactions. 

After a tour of the department and a lunch break the students enjoyed a detailed lecture demonstration on 
the chemistry of climate change given by Prof Dudley Shallcross and Tim Harrison. 

 5. KS4 alternative fuels presentations by Badminton School students  



 

When you hear such hits such as ‘‘She loves you’’, ‘‘Hey Jude’’, and ‘‘Penny Lane’’, does it instantly take you 
back to your youth? Can you recall a particular memory that has something to do with the Beatles?  

If so, then this is your opportunity to take part in a scientific study about memory. We would like you to take 
a few minutes to tell us your memories about the Beatles so that we can learn more about how the brain 
functions and the way we relate to our memories. On the Magical Memory Tour you can tell us your own 
memories and also view and rate other people's.  

The Magical Memory Tour is a collaboration between the BA (The British Association for the Advancement of 
Science), and Professor Martin A. Conway and Dr Catriona Morrison of the Leeds Memory Group, Institute of 
Psychological Sciences at the University of Leeds. 

Find out more about how to take part.  

The results of the study will 
be launched at the BA Festi-
val of Science which is tak-
ing place across the Euro-
pean Capital of Culture,  
Liverpool from 6 to 11 Sep-
tember.   

The Magical Memory Tour is 
hoping to take you away, 
hoping to take you away… 

 7. Get involved now with a fun scientific study as part of the BA Festival of      
Science 

Don’t forget to take a look at our website for all the latest information about CREST  Investigators, CREST 
and regional and national science fairs organised in collaboration with the BA. 
 
We really want to celebrate the work of our members so if teachers/science club leaders could send in 
any news, examples of work or photos of students taking part in the award activities, we can include them 
on the YPP website and future e-newsletters. 
 
If you have any queries please contact ypp@the-ba.net.  

8. Finally…... 
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Extended Schools: Science & Engineering Club - Amersham 
Following a successful visit to a science and engineering club in Cornwall, newly-appointed head of science 
Gemma Beacon visits The Amersham School in search of further inspiration. 
 
The Amersham School runs a science and engineering club so popular with students that there is now a wait-
ing list to become a member. Gemma, who is aiming to set up her own club, discovers how it appeals to girls, 
incorporates a robotics project, provides cross-curricular focus and supports other departments. Gemma also 
identifies seven key concepts that make Amersham's club an exceptional science and engineering club. 


