A diversity of events at the British Science Festival this September
The 2011 British Science Festival is taking place in the vibrant multicultural city of Bradford, and boasts an exciting range of events for the UK’s diverse society. There are events to suit all tastes, from evening events in local restaurants to discussions with stars of television and journalism. Get involved with the debate as we focus on issues like the health issues facing the South Asian community and the relationship between faith and science.
At our event on the 13th September, ‘Science education in a diverse society’ a panel of experts including television presenter and theoretical physicist Jim Al-Khalili, , will be discussing the significant contributions that diverse communities have made to science. On the 14th Alom Shaha will interview award-winning journalist Angela Saini about her adventures in India writing her book ‘Geek Nation: How Indian Science is Taking Over the World’.

On the 11th September, join researchers at the event ‘Kidney crisis in the South Asian community’ to explore why kidney disease is especially prevalent in the South Asian population and other minority groups, and why they have to wait twice as long as other patients for a transplant. Experts will explain how the kidney’s function, busting myths about transplantation along the way. 
Can science and religion rub along together or will they always be at loggerheads? On the 14th September the event ‘Islam and science: Two worlds or one?’ will challenge the view that science and faith are contradictory, exploring how the need to seek knowledge is described in scripture. 
It’s a well-known fact that chicken tikka masala is the UK’s number one dish, and a uniquely British creation. But how ‘authentic’ is the food found in our curry houses? At the lip-smacking ‘Currying favour’ on 10th September, festival goers are invited to Omar Khan’s restaurant where expert speakers will talk on the social importance of food in multicultural society.
The Festival will take place in Bradford from 10th-15th September, giving members of the public the chance to explore the latest in science technology and engineering, and meet researchers face-to-face.

Spaces for some events are limited, so book in to attend these exiting events first hand at www.britishsciencefestival.org or call 0207 019 4947.

ENDS

Notes for editors

1.      About the British Science Festival

The British Science Festival is one of Europe’s largest science festivals and regularly attracts over 350 of the UK’s top scientists and speakers to discuss the latest developments in science with the public. Over 50,000 visitors regularly attend the talks, discussions and workshops. The Festival takes place at a different location each year and the 2011 festival will take place from 10-15 September hosted by Bradford University. For further information, visit www.britishscienceassociation.org/festival. 
2. Images of the British Science Festival can be obtained from the British Science Association Press Office.
3.     About the British Science Association

The British Science Association is the UK's nationwide, open membership organisation that exists to advance the public understanding, accessibility and accountability of the sciences and engineering. Established in 1831, the British Science Association organises major initiatives across the UK, including National Science and Engineering Week, the annual British Science Festival, programmes of regional and local events, and an extensive programme for young people in schools and colleges. The Association also organises specific activities for the science communication community in the UK through its Science in Society programme. For more information, please visit www.britishscienceassociation.org

