Glaciers, X-rays and anthrax: Bradford’s contribution to science is under the microscope.

The city of Bradford, the venue for the 2011 British Science Festival, has a past rich in social, industrial and scientific history. This year’s Festival includes events on the ground breaking achievements of local Victorian scientists and the centenary of the discovery of atomic structure, as well as a chance to get out and explore the fantastic heritage West Yorkshire has to offer.
During Victoria’s reign, Bradford was a thriving centre for scientific creativity. Join experts on the 10th September at our event ‘Innovative Bradford: Victorian science at the cutting-edge’ to hear about the achievements of eminent local forebears. 
While geographers were theorizing on how glaciers carved out the landscape, the first technologies in cinematography and x-ray imaging were being developed, while wool industry workers were contributing to the diagnosis and treatment of anthrax.
At ‘Rutherford and 100 years of the atomic nucleus’ we will be celebrating the centenary of Ernest Rutherford’s famous paper in which he described for the first time the structure of the atom. By proving the existence of a dense nucleus at the atomic centre, the discovery opened up a range of scientific disciplines which have had huge benefits for our modern technological society. 
Visitors to the Festival will be able to take part in tours exploring the local industrial heritage. There will be guided trips to the wool and cloth making areas which turned Bradford from a small market town to a bustling and wealthy city, as well as fieldtrips to West Yorkshire’s sites of historical importance stretching from the Bronze Age through to the Victorian mills of Saltaire. 
At the end of a packed day of activities, there will be a chance to unwind in the pub at ‘Drinking-up time’ on the 10th September. Find out all about past scientific ideas about alcohol with a professional historian of science, who will describe how the status of scientific ideas has changed over the past three centuries.
The British Science Festival will take place in Bradford from 10th-15th September, giving members of the public the chance to explore the latest in science technology and engineering, and meet researchers face-to-face.

Spaces for some events are limited, so book in to hear these exciting talks first hand at www.britishsciencefestival.org or call 0207 019 4947.
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1.      About the British Science Festival

The British Science Festival is one of Europe’s largest science festivals and regularly attracts over 350 of the UK’s top scientists and speakers to discuss the latest developments in science with the public. Over 50,000 visitors regularly attend the talks, discussions and workshops. The Festival takes place at a different location each year and the 2011 festival will take place from 10-15 September hosted by Bradford University. For further information, visit www.britishscienceassociation.org/festival. 
2. Images of the British Science Festival can be obtained from the British Science Association Press Office.
3.     About the British Science Association

The British Science Association is the UK's nationwide, open membership organisation that exists to advance the public understanding, accessibility and accountability of the sciences and engineering. Established in 1831, the British Science Association organises major initiatives across the UK, including National Science and Engineering Week, the annual British Science Festival, programmes of regional and local events, and an extensive programme for young people in schools and colleges. The Association also organises specific activities for the science communication community in the UK through its Science in Society programme. For more information, please visit www.britishscienceassociation.org

