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Public Engagement with research 

This guide is designed to give you some background information on what public engagement is, how you can get funding and training, and as a researcher, what opportunities you can get involved in. 
Why engage with the public?

Engaging the public with your research can be a rewarding experience. It can help you improve your communication and leadership skills, make new contacts, gain fresh ideas, raise the profile of you and your institution and give your research impact!

The guides below offer a great introduction to public engagement.

What's in it for me? (pdf 1.1MB) The benefits of public engagement for researchers (published by RCUK)

The engaging researcher (pdf 1.7MB, 2010) (published by Vitae) 


What is public engagement? (website by the Beacons for Public Engagement) 


Department for Business, Innovation and Skills (BIS) Science in Society website 

 

How to communicate
To get you started have a look at these communication guides and toolkits.

Engaging the public- (NERC pdf 1.3MB, 2011)

How and why to communicate your research- Frank Burnet, Professor of Science Communication, UWE (pdf 646KB)

Public engagement resources and toolkits from the Beacons website 

The Science Media Centre's top tips for working with the media

How to write a killer Powerpoint presentation (steal this presentation from SlideShare)

 

Where can I get funding?
If you've got an idea on how to engage the public with your research, then have a look at our list of funding opportunities to help you get started. 
The Beacons also have a list of public engagement funders
 

Can I get any training to help me begin?


Yes. A list of public engagement training courses can be found here. The Beacons also have a list of public engagement funders. Edinburgh Beltane have a great CPD website with a list of courses.
  

Becoming a STEM ambassador also gives you free training and CRB check to work in schools. 
If you are funded by EPSRC, sign up for our EPSRC public engagement workshops or become a NOISEmaker.
 

The British Science Association offer a Media Fellowship scheme or look at our list of other media and communication training programs. 

 
If you are a researcher at Imperial College London or Newcastle University, the British Science Association run specific 'Communicating Science' training courses throughout the year or we can set up a bespoke communication and public engagement training workshop for your university. 
 

How can I get involved?
Below are some suggestions of ways to engage the public with your work.

Science festivals
Get involved with the British Science festival, Big Bang Fair or other science festivals around the country

Public talks
Come along to the Dana Centre or speak at a Cafe scientifique or at the x-change

Run an event during National Science and Engineering Week. Have a look at our Guide to running an event 

Contact the media
Why not look at our why work with the media guide then apply for a British Science Association Media Fellowship or look at our list of other media and communication training programs. 


Write
Write a press release about your research to give to your university or institution's press office, or try writing for a trade magazine or student newspaper. For inspiration have a look at our magazine People & Science

Schools and young people
Mentor the scientists of the future through our CREST mentoring scheme. Become a STEM ambassador  or NOISEmaker, or talk to kids through Junior Cafe Sci

Join your local British Science Association Branch 
Organise events through your local British Science Association Branch or one or our 16 scientific sections

Science centres
See what your nearest science centre is upto and get involved or get advice about science shows from the British Interactive Group 

Competitions
Learn to communicate your research in 2 minutes and show off your research through Famelab or set up a poster competition like Perspectives

Citizen Science
Link the public to research through the Science Shops

Register as an expert or speaker
Register as an expert to be contacted by the media through Sense about Science - Evidence Base or as a speaker through Sciencelive 


Open Days
Ask your university to help organise a lab open day 


Blogs, tweets, podcasts and videos
Let the public know what you're upto by setting up a blog or twitter or making a podcast or video about your work. Have a look at our Social mediaGood examples of short videos can be found at http://www.ted.com/ 

Beginners guide to science and social media (British Science Association pdf 1782kb)

Social media: a guide for researchers (Research Information Network)

science communication conferenceScience Communication Conference
The British Science Association has a bursary scheme to allow researchers interested in public engagement to attend the  for free. 

Award lectures
If you or someone you know is good at communicating to the public, nominate for our award lectures

If you have any questions please contact Amy Lothian, Science in Society Officer

Amy Lothian updates 10/10/2011
