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Welcome to our Young People's Programme e-newsletter from the BA 
(British Association for the Advancement of Science).  Here’s what's 
coming up... 

1. Celebrating Science in the UK! 
2. Calling all triallers!  
3. And the winners are... 
4. CREST Evaluation Report      
5. How science works with BA Science Communicators   
6. “Download and go”      
7. Communicating science 

8. Spring into action!    

9. Easter fun! 
10. What sort of future do you young people want? 
11. Win a chance to visit Australia 
12. Finally... 

1. Celebrating Science in the UK! 
 
Thousands of events are taking place around the UK as part of National Science and Engineer-
ing Week – in schools, universities, museums and science centres, and even in town centres. 
Visit our online programme to find out what events are happening near you. This year, you can 
also help the BA discover the ‘Nation's Favourite Experiment’. We’ve filmed a selection of popu-
lar, eye-catching experiments featuring the Punk Scientists. Click here to view the clips and cast 
your vote and we’ll enter you into a prize draw to win an Xbox 360.   
 
Visit NSEW to access free resources, such as the ‘Just Add Water!’ pack 
which is full of water themed activities. These activities link to our primary 
award scheme. 

 2. Calling all triallers! 

The activities will be finished completely in the next couple of months so we 
really need your feedback. So please, if you have trialled any of the activities,  
let us know your thoughts as soon as possible.  

The children at Star level will complete 8 activities from a choice of 12, and Super Star level, 
12 activities from a total of 18. At Mega Star level, children complete 3 themes with 3 activi-
ties in each, including one theme that will allow them to become Young Science Ambassadors. 

Don't forget the 50% discount on First & Young Investigators packs dur-

ing March, which will entitle you to 20% off the new packs. 

 For more information about CREST   Investigators, click here. 

http://www.the-ba.net/the-ba/Events/NSEW/Programme.htm
http://www1.the-ba.net/nfe/
http://www.the-ba.net/the-ba/Events/NSEW/index.html
http://www.the-ba.net/the-ba/Events/NSEW/GetInvolved/NSEWResources/ChallengePacks/justaddwater.htm
http://www.the-ba.net/NR/rdonlyres/D10AB162-4F6C-4C8E-A729-6208984BD423/0/JustAddWater_final.pdf
http://www.the-ba.net/the-ba/YPP/FirstInvestigators/index.html
http://www.the-ba.net/the-ba/YPP/YoungInvestigators/index.html
http://www.the-ba.net/the-ba/YPP/CRESTStarInvestigators/index.html


4. CREST Evaluation Report 
 
Over a period of eight months, the BA's CREST (CREativity in Science and Technology) for 11-
19 year olds has been the subject of a comprehensive evaluation study conducted by the 
Science Communication Unit at the University of Liverpool and financed by AstraZeneca.   

The findings of the evaluation support the BA’s commitment to enrichment activities by revealing 
that the CREST scheme has a strong positive impact on its primary target audience. Students 
gained knowledge, developed transferable skills and showed improving attitudes towards 
Science, Engineering and Technology (SET) and SET careers.  

To read the full report, click here. 

3. And the winners are… 

The CREST Science Fair took place on 23rd February 
at the Royal Society. 120 students aged 11-19 from 
across the UK presented their projects in science and 
technology and competed for prestigious prizes. From 
‘Toilet Troubles’ to a ‘User Friendly Car Park’ there 
was a huge amount of talent on show, demonstrating 
the incredible creativity and investigative work of 
young people who have completed the CREST 
Awards.  
 
Holly Batchelor (in the picture, being presented her 
award by Dr Wassila Mehanna, UK Education Man-
ager, Intel) from The Mary Erskine School in Edinburgh scooped the top 
prize for her project investigating ‘Cosmic Rain’ and won the chance to 
represent the UK at the Intel International Science and Engineering Fair 
held in Albuquerque, America in May.  
 
Find out about her project and the event by visiting BA 
CREST Science Fair.  

5. How science works with BA Science Communicators 

Science Communicators is an award scheme which helps students to develop a broader under-
standing of the role of science and technology in today's society. It links directly with the ‘How 
Science Works’ Programme of Study at Key Stage 4 and is a valuable way of accrediting work 
students complete in this area.  
 
For instance, in the Science Communicator’s activity ‘Thinking Machines’ students discuss the 
risks, uses and moral implications of different scientific advances, fitting in with 4a and 4b of 
the Programme of Study.  

http://www.the-ba.net/the-ba/YPP/BACRESTScienceFair/index.html
http://www.the-ba.net/the-ba/YPP/BACRESTAwards/index.html
http://www.the-ba.net/the-ba/YPP/BACRESTAwards/index.html
http://www.the-ba.net/the-ba/YPP/BACRESTScienceFair/index.html
http://www.the-ba.net/the-ba/YPP/BACRESTScienceFair/index.html
http://www.the-ba.net/the-ba/YPP/BACRESTAwards/index.html
http://www.the-ba.net/NR/rdonlyres/F0D49C9F-BFCC-48C7-BC7A-B5C33CCCF4A9/0/CRESTfinalevaluationreport.pdf
http://www.the-ba.net/the-ba/YPP/Sciencecommunicators/index.html
http://www.the-ba.net/the-ba/YPP/Sciencecommunicators/_Liveactivities.htm
http://www.royalsoc.ac.uk/
http://www.intel.com/cd/corporate/europe/emea/eng/317400.htm
http://www.sciserv.org/isef/
http://www.liv.ac.uk/
http://www.astrazeneca.co.uk/


9. Easter fun! 

With the half-term soon approaching, why not try one of our fun new activities over 
Easter. The activity below will be featured as part of our new award scheme  
CREST  Investigators in September 2007. This activity is for children aged 5-8 and in-
cludes an organiser’s card for parents & teachers (see below).  

Click on the image for the activity (PDF 380KB)        

 

 

Click here for the ORGANISER’S CARD (PDF 254KB) 

7. Communicating science 

This year’s Science Communication Conference 
will be taking place on 14 & 15 May 2007 at the 
Institution of Engineering and Technology, Lon-
don. 

The first day of the conference will address the 
main issues facing science communicators in the 
UK today.  Sessions on the second day will fo-
cus on the particular challenges presented to 
science communicators by climate change.   
 
Each day will contain sessions in three strands: 
engaging to inspire & educate, engaging to in-
volve and engaging through the media & PR. A 
day pass costs £100.  A limited number of bur-
saries are also available (bursary application 
deadline, 23 March). 

Visit here to book and find out more. 

 

6. “Download and go” 

Science upd8 translates the latest break-
throughs and science behind the news, into 
inspiring activities – and publishes them light-
ning fast. Quality and ease of use mean that 
teachers simply “download and go”.  

Now upd8 is launching SciQ. The aim is to bring 
the ‘How Science Works’ strand in the Science 
GCSE alive and kicking. SciQ goes beyond short 
activities, to provide complete ‘teaching se-
quences’.  
 
Each follows a 5 stage model: Excite, Explore, 
Explain, Extend, Examine - to deliver the ‘ideas 
about science’ in more engaging ways.  
 
Click here to register, download ac-
tivities and read teachers’ reviews. 
These activities link to our Science 
Communicators Award. 

 

8. Spring into action! 

Spring has sprung so why don’t you try out some fun science activities on the  
‘BUZZin – learning made fun!’ website. You will find quizzes, activities, revision tips and a 
section on teacher notes, enough resources to keep you busy over Easter!  

http://www.the-ba.net/the-ba/YPP/Sciencecommunicators/index.html
http://www.the-ba.net/the-ba/YPP/Sciencecommunicators/index.html
http://www.the-ba.net/the-ba/ScienceinSociety/ScienceCommunicationConference/ScienceCommunicationConference.htm
http://www.the-ba.net/the-ba/ScienceinSociety/ScienceCommunicationConference/ScienceCommunicationConference.htm
http://www.the-ba.net/the-ba/YPP/CRESTStarInvestigators/index.html
http://www.the-ba.net/NR/rdonlyres/AA0A7B3B-D72B-4F05-BB0B-0A4617A16F9F/0/Star_Sneeze_Act0307CC.pdf
http://www.the-ba.net/NR/rdonlyres/77089FBE-65D9-4CE4-AE9F-652F37EE3E12/0/Star_Sneeze_Org0307CC.pdf
http://www.the-ba.net/the-ba/ScienceinSociety/ScienceCommunicationConference/Book_Now.htm
http://www.upd8.org.uk/
http://www.upd8.org.uk/
http://www.upd8.org.uk/sciq-upd8.php
http://www.theiet.org/
http://www.buzzin.net/science/general.htm


11. Win a chance to visit Australia 

Do you know a science student with po-
tential?  

If YES, nominate them NOW for the opportu-
nity to attend the International Science School 
in Sydney from 1 July - 14 July 2007. With 
grateful thanks to the Comino Foundation we 
are now able to send five students to the Pro-
fessor Harry Messel International Science 
School. 

Candidates should be outstanding students, 
aged at least 16 years on 1 June 2007 in the 
first year of an A-level course or S5 Students in 
Scotland.  

To make a nomination please send 
the name and address of your candi-
date to Pam Jenkins at ASE HQ: 
mailto:pamjenkins@ase.org.uk. 

   Sign up to BA Communications  
      Please return to:   The BA FREEPOST, LON14913, LONDON, SW7 5BR  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

12. Finally… 

We hope you enjoyed the new format of our e-newsletter. If there were any problems in downloading 
this issue please email: Sangeeta.dhapp@the-ba.net.  
 
We really want to celebrate the work of our members so if teachers/science club leaders could send in 
any news, examples of work, photos of students taking part in the award activities, we can include them 
on the YPP website and future e-newsletters.  

Click here to learn more about the Young People's Programme and to view our photo gallery of primary 
schools taking part in our First & Young Investigators activities.  

I would like more Information about 
(please tick as appropriate):  

 

      Membership for my company  
 
 
      Free communications from The BA 
 

      Making a donation   

Your contact details: 
 
Name: 

Full address: 

 

 
 

Email: 

 
Phone: 

10. What sort of future do you young 
people want? 

Will robots be serving us breakfast? Will our 
fridges be talking to our shopping trolleys?  

These questions form part of sciencehorizons – a 
widespread public engagement programme de-
signed to get young people and adults talking about 
the science and technology of the future. We are 
asking teachers to organise group discussions with 
students aged 14+ from now until June 2007 using 
the sciencehorizons discussion pack.  
 
The sciencehorizons discussion pack contains 
everything you need to run a discussion and give us 
your views. To request a pack, email con-
tact@sciencehorizons.org.uk or call 020 8683 6602.  

By taking part, students can gain credits 
towards the BA Science Communicators  
Awards scheme. 

http://www.the-ba.net/the-ba/YPP/Sciencecommunicators/index.html
http://www.the-ba.net/the-ba/YPP/Sciencecommunicators/index.html
http://www.the-ba.net/the-ba/YPP/aboutypp.htm
http://www.the-ba.net/the-ba/YPP/ScienceActivitiesForYoungPeople/PhotoGallery/index.html
http://www.the-ba.net/the-ba/YPP/FirstInvestigators/index.html
http://www.the-ba.net/the-ba/YPP/YoungInvestigators/index.html
mailto: sangeeta.dhapp@the-ba.net
mailto: pamjenkins@ase.org.uk
mailto: contact@sciencehorizons.org.uk
mailto: contact@sciencehorizons.org.uk
http://www.sciencehorizons.org.uk/
http://www.sciencehorizons.org.uk/
http://www.physics.usyd.edu.au/messel/messel_intl_sci_school.htm
http://www.cominofoundation.org.uk/
http://www.ase.org.uk/

